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Though | left Chicago more than two years ago, the
wonderful memories of Chicago are so instilled into my
mind and heart that they are seemingly as fresh and
vivid today. The Chicago Botanic Garden is one of my
most favorite places in Chicago.

| love gardens. Gardens in different countries are
windows of diverse and rich cultures of the world.
People all around the world blend their cultures into
their gardens. Thus, every time when | would like to
know more about a country, | choose to start from
visiting the gardens. The first week after | arrived in
Chicago, | visited Chicago Botanic Garden.




Chicago Botanic Garden is a museum of plants and
composed of 31 separate multi-cultural gardens. It
encompasses more than 385-acre gorgeous place, a
home for botanies from different countries, weather
zones, and continents. | can’'t forget how impressed |
was when | saw so many rare plants like Corpse
Flower (The world largest unbranched inflorescent
plant with a 2-meter tall body), and diverse garden
styles like the Heritage Garden (ltalian style), Bonsai
Collection (Chinese style), English Walled Garden
(English style), and Japanese Garden (Japanese
style).
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More impressively, Chicago Botanic Garden is
more than just an exhibition of amazing plants and
diverse exotic gardens. It also educates citizens the
knowledge regarding how to enrich their lives iIn
gardens. Every time when | visited Chicago Botanic
Garden, | saw parents and children planting their
favorite flowers or vegetables on an open land. By
watching their plants growing up day by day, children
will understand the meaning of life and achieve a sense
of fulfilment. Often at a time, visitors may even get
opportunities to learn cooking skills with famous Chefs
iIn Chicago. The first time when | visited this garden,
Chef David Esau taught the visitors how to pick up and
store fresh vegetables from the garden, how to slice or
chop food materials, and how to make delicious
dessert with these vegetables. By planting and cooking
together, family members would understand the
meaning of family and learn to cherish the time bonding
with each other.

Plants are the most gorgeous masterpiece of
nature. They live in the ground or water, seem to be
quiet and still. However, from moment to moment,
plants stretch, mature, turn into a new look, and
present amazing gifts to human beings. People can
feel the pulse of nature and feel young and energetic
when living with plants. Maybe for this reason, people
have invented gardens.

21



“‘Better garden, better life”. Gardens are the best
proof of the harmonious relationship between human
being and nature. In gardens, we nourish plants, prune
branches, and remove pests. Plants decorate our land,
enrich our spiritual lives, and may even help us solve
social problems. Currently, so many people frequently
eat fast food. This unhealthy habit leads to the high risk
of many diseases, such as obesity, hypertension, and
cardiac diseases. Imaging if more and more people
manage to use their own yards to plant vegetables and
fruits, then they can supply themselves with fresh
organic food for the better life styles. Thus, gardening
can be a part of the solution for food and health
problems.

e ————————

e WYy AR RIAE NS i




Chicago Botanic Garden is my favorite spot in
Chicago. To me, it is not only a beautiful garden
exhibiting diverse culture of Chicago city, but also a
place connecting people with the earth, the nature, the
family, and even the society. In Chicago, you can find a
lot of lovely gardens to visit, such as Chicago Botanic
Garden and Garfield Park Conservatory. Also, you can
find community gardens to plant your favorite
vegetation on your own. Friends of NUAA-Chicago, |
hope you all can enjoy the beauty of the gardens in
Chicago!

- Edited by Yujia Ye (Hf{£, *3) & Tara Lu
(5%, £

N
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